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~IVISTA

1411 E. Mission, PO Box 3727

Spokane, WA 99220-3727 ’ RECEIVED
Submitted via electronic mail to mwoodard@uitc.wa.gov 0CT 16 2013
State of Washington
October 16, 2013 . UTE
Pipeline Safety Program

Mr. David Lykken

Pipeline Safety Director

Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission
PO Box 47250

Olympia, WA| 98504-7250

Re:  Avista's response to the WUTC Letter dated 8/13/13 regarding Spokane District Natural
Gas Standard Inspection

Dear Mr. Lykken:

Between July|16 and July 25, 2013 Dave Cullom of the WUTC conducted a Natural Gas
Standard lnsplection of Avista’s Spokane District. The following response documents the
actions Avistj has taken to address the areas of concern (AOC) from the inspection.

i

1. WAC 4!180—93-110 Corrosion Control.

(2g Each gas pipeline company must complete remedial action within ninety days to
correct any cathodic protection deficiencies known and indicated by any test, survey
or inspection. An additional thirty days may be allowed for remedial action if due to
G / cumstances beyond the gas pipeline company’s control the company cannot
complete remedial action within ninety days. Each gas pipeline company must be
able to provide documentation to the commission indicating that remedial action was
started in a timely manner and that all efforts were made to complete remedial
action within ninety days. (Examples of circumstances allowing each gas pipeline
comparny to exceed the ninety-day timeframe include right of way permitting issues,
availability of repair materials, or unusually long investigation or repair
requirements.) '

. Finding(s):

1.| The carrier pipe reading at the Interstate 90 and White Road crossing did not
meet the -850mV CSE (on) criteria. The reading obtained was -740mV CSE
(on) for the carrier pipe and was -850mV CSE (on) on the casing. The operator
did note that they were tracing a short in that cathodic protection system that
was probably causing interference and indicated they would follow up with a CP
survey to find the short at a later date.




2. The service at 3025 South Geiger Blvd read -730mV at the meter and -740mV

. when read remotely by spooling out approximately 100 ft from the meter. It was
also noted that this service was in the same cathodic protection system, per the
operator’s records, as the previous finding. The operator did note they would
trace the short that was presumed to be causing the low reads and indicated
they would follow up with a CP survey to clear the short,

Avista’s Response:
| =

Avista acknowledges that low CP “on” readings were found on 7/25/13 during the field

portion of the inspection as noted in Finding (1) and Finding (2) above. As referenced

in thése findings, an Avista CP Technician had already uncovered indications back on

7/9/1; 3 that there was a likely short somewhere in CP System #102 and he had already
started his investigative work before these low reads were found by the inspector,

Throygh diligent CP survey and investigative work in the weeks following the

insps‘:ction, a total of two CP shorts were discovered and fixed. One was found at
Graham Road City Gate Station #3 and the other at the gas meter serving the customer
at 3q25 S. Geiger Blvd. Both shorts were remediated as detailed in the provided three

enclqsures to this letter (CP Workorder #4847, CP Workorder #5154 and CP Workorder
#51586) :

Final|CP readings were taken on 9/12/13 showing adequate levels of CP protection
were once again being maintained. This formally closed out these CP deficiencies in
less lihan the ninety day requirement noted in WAC 490-93-110.

Sincerely,

|
Don Kopczyns
Vice President, Energy Delivery
DK/rkb !

)

Enclosures |

ce: Gas lnt‘egrity and Compliance WUTC Correspondence File
Mike Faulkenberry, Avista Utilities
David }iiowell, Avista Utilities
Jody Morehouse, Avista Utilities
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Cathodic Protection Work Order cont.
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Cathodic Protection Work Order cont.
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